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Since 1994, the Tortuguero Integrated Bird Monitoring 

Program has been monitoring birds in the coastal lowland 

rainforests of northeast Costa Rica. The Program has 

combined the use of area searches, constant effort mist 

netting, and migration counts into a long-term monitoring 

and training program following the recommendations of the 

Partners In Flight – Aves de las Américas monitoring 

guidelines.

Red-eyed Vireo / Vireo Ojirrojo

John Woodcock 2004

A total of 3,822 captures from 113 bird species have been 

captured at the Caño Palma Biological Research and 

Education Station from 1994 to 2006.  

The White-collared Manakin was the most frequently 

captured resident species during all years of the study, and 

comprised nearly 1/4 of all resident captures.

Caño Palma has at least two White-Collared Manakins that 

are a minimum of 10 years old!  A male, band number 

1291, was first captured 7 March 1997 and a female, band 

number 1223 was first captured as an immature on 19 

October 1996.  

We have had one banded bird recovery in North America, 

a Gray-cheeked Thrush near Toronto, Canada, 18 months 

following its original capture at Tortuguero in October 

1996.

White-Collared Manakin / Saltarín Cuelliblanco

The five most common migrant species captured were 

“Traill’s” (Alder and Willow) Flycatcher, Northern 

Waterthrush, Swainson’s Thrush, Kentucky  Warbler, and 

Wood Thrush. These five species accounted for over half 

of the total migrant captures at the site. 

Gray-cheeked Thrush (left) / Zorzal Carigrís (izquierda) and Swainson’s

Thrush / Zorzal de Swainson

Tortuguero Integrated Bird Monitoring Program Cooperators Include:

1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 Total

1 18 20 27 27 23 24 21 26 26 17 15 18 263

Gray-chested Dove Paloma Pechigris Leptotila cassini R FC C - 1 1 3 2 1 - 2 5 1 3 1 - 20

Ruddy Quail-Dove Paloma-Perdiz Rojiza Geotrygon montana R F R - - - - - - - - - - 2 - - 2

Common Pauraque Tapacaminos Común Nyctidromus albicollis R C C - - - - - - - - - - 1 - - 1

Bronzy Hermit Ermitaño Bronceado Glaucis aeneus R FC C 2 32 23 11 3 20 16 5 15 5 1 6 4 143

Band-tailed Barbthroat Ermitaño Barbudo Threnetes ruckeri R FC F - 2 4 7 - 2 2 4 3 1 2 - 1 28

Long-billed Hermit Ermitaño Colilargo Phaethornis longirostris R FC C 2 47 45 67 25 50 38 43 34 14 27 23 19 434

Stripe-throated Hermit Ermitaño Enano Phaethornis striigularis R FC C - 4 - 8 5 7 4 5 6 4 8 2 10 63

White-necked Jacobin Jacobino Nuquiblanco Florisuga mellivora R F F - - - - 1 - - - - 1 - - - 2

Violet-crowned Woodnymph Ninfa Violeta y Verde Thalurania colombica R F U 1 11 10 19 15 28 21 15 23 12 13 6 8 182

Blue-throated Goldentail Colibrí Colidorado Hylocharis eliciae R F U - - - 1 - - - 1 1 - - 1 - 4

Blue-chested Hummingbird Amazilia Pechiazul Amazilia amabilis R F U - 6 9 9 3 7 1 4 3 3 1 - 4 50

Rufous-tailed Hummingbird Amazilia Rabirrufa Amazilia tzacatl R CF C - 11 7 13 3 5 5 4 5 2 1 1 7 64

Bronze-tailed Plumeleteer Colibrí Patirrojo Chalybura urochrysia R F R - - - - - - - - 2 - - - - 2

Purple-crowned Fairy Colibrí Picopunzón Heliothryx barroti R F R - - - - 1 - - - 1 - - - - 2

Black-throated Trogon Trogón Cabeciverde Trogon rufus R F U - - - - - 1 - - - 1 1 1 - 4

Green-and-rufous Kingfisher Martín Pescador Vientrirrufo Chloroceryle inda R W F - 1 - - - - - - - - - - - 1

American Pygmy Kingfisher Martín Pescador Enano Chloroceryle aenea R W C - 3 6 9 8 17 9 7 10 3 7 11 4 94

White-whiskered Puffbird Buco Barbon Malacoptila panamensis R F U - - - - 1 - - - - - - - 3 4

Collared Aracari Tucancillo Collarejo Pteroglossus torquatus R FC C - - 1 - - 3 - - - - - - - 4

Chestnut-colored Woodpecker Carpintero Castaño Celeus castaneus R F U - - - - - - - - - 1 - - - 1

Lineated Woodpecker Carpintero Lineado Dryocopus lineatus R F C - - 1 - - - - - - 1 - - - 2

Plain-brown Woodcreeper Trepador Pardo Dendrocincla fuliginosa R F F - 1 3 2 2 1 - 1 - 3 - - 3 16

Olivaceous Woodcreeper Trepadorcito Aceitunado Sittasomus griseicapillus R F X - - - - - - 1 - - - - - - 1

Wedge-billed Woodcreeper Trepadorcito Pico de Cuña Glyphorynchus spirurus R F U - 3 2 2 5 2 6 1 2 2 2 2 3 32

Northern Barred-Woodcreeper Trepador Barreteado Dendrocolaptes sanctithomaeR F C - 3 3 7 - 4 1 3 1 4 - - 1 27

Spotted Woodcreeper Trepador Manchado Xiphorhynchus erythropygiusR F R - - 1 - - - 1 1 - - - - 3 6

Western Slaty-Antshrike Batará Plomizo Thamnophilus atrinucha R F C - 2 - 2 4 - - 6 5 2 3 7 2 33

Checker-throated Antwren Hormiguerito Café Myrmotherula fulviventris R F U - - - - - 1 - - 1 - 3 2 - 7

White-flanked Antwren Hormiguerito Flanquiblanco Myrmotherula axillaris R F U - - 1 2 - - 3 - 5 2 1 1 4 19

Dusky Antbird Hormiguero Negruzco Cercomacra tyrannina R F U - 2 1 - - 1 - - 1 - - - 3 8

Chestnut-backed Antbird Hormiguero Dorsicastaño Myrmeciza exsul R F F - 6 3 3 5 3 8 6 5 4 3 1 4 51

Spotted Antbird Hormiguero Moteado Hylophylax naevioides R F R - - - - - 1 - - - - - - - 1

Bicolored Antbird Hormiguero Bicolor Gymnopithys leucaspis R F F - 2 1 5 5 5 8 9 2 3 - - 2 42

Black-faced Antthrush Gallito Hormiguero CarinegroFormicarius analis R F F - - - 1 - - - - - - - - - 1

Ochre-bellied Flycatcher Mosquerito Aceitunado Mionectes oleagineus R F C - 6 5 6 2 6 6 7 4 - 1 - 4 47

Black-capped Pygmy-Tyrant Mosquerito Colicorto Myiornis atricapillus R F U - - - - - 1 - - 1 - - - - 2

Common Tody-Flycatcher Espatulilla Común Todirostrum cinereum R CF C - - - - - - - 1 - - - - - 1

Eye-ringed Flatbill Piquiplano de Anteojos Rhynchocyclus brevirostris R F R - - - - - - 1 3 2 1 1 - - 8

Yellow-margined Flycatcher Piquiplano Aliamarillo Tolmomyias assimilis R F R - - - 1 - - - - - - - 1 - 2

Golden-crowned Spadebill Piquichato Coronirrufo Platyrinchus coronatus R F F - - - - 1 - - - - - - - 3 4

Royal Flycatcher Mosquero Real Onychorhynchus coronatus R F X - - - - 1 - - - - 1 - - - 2

Ruddy-tailed Flycatcher Mosquerito Colirrufo Terenotriccus erythrurus R F F - - - - - - - - - - - - 3 3

Eastern Wood-Pewee Pibí Oriental Contopus virens M CF C - - - 1 - 2 8 3 6 2 - 4 - 26

Tropical Pewee Pibí Tropical Contopus cinereus R CF F - - 1 1 - 1 3 - - - - - 2 8

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher Mosquerito Vientriamarillo Empidonax flaviventris M FC U - 4 - - - 1 1 3 3 2 - 1 - 15

Acadian Flycatcher Mosquerito Verdoso Empidonax virescens M FC R - 1 2 4 1 1 - - - - 1 - 3 13

Alder/Willow Flycatcher Mosquerito de Traill Empidonax alnorum/traillii M FC U - 40 16 7 6 9 11 7 13 - 1 7 2 119

Bright-rumped Attila Atila Lomiamarilla Attila spadiceus R F C - - - 2 - 1 3 1 3 5 2 1 2 20

Rufous Mourner Plañidera Rojiza Rhytipterna holerythra R FC U - - 2 - - - - - - - - - - 2

Great Crested Flycatcher Copetón Viajero Myiarchus crinitus M FC F - 1 1 - - - - - - 1 - 1 - 4

Great Kiskadee Bienteveo Grande Pitangus sulphuratus R CFW C - - 1 - - 3 - - - - - - - 4

Boat-billed Flycatcher Mosquerón Picudo Megarynchus pitangua R CF C - - - - - - - 1 - - - - - 1

Tropical Kingbird Tirano Tropical Tyrannus melancholicus R C C - 1 - - - - - - - - - - - 1

White-winged Becard Cabezón Aliblanco Pachyramphus polychopterusR F R - - - - - - 1 - - - - - - 1

White-collared Manakin Saltarín Cuelliblanco Manacus candei R F C 1 43 73 104 78 97 93 72 73 53 55 60 34 836

White-ruffed Manakin Saltarín Gorgiblanco Corapipo altera R F R - 1 - - - - 1 - - - - - - 2

Red-capped Manakin Saltarín Cabecirrojo Pipra mentalis R F C 1 14 16 46 19 12 15 12 20 7 4 6 7 179

Red-eyed Vireo Vireo Ojirrojo Vireo olivaceus M FC U - 4 - - 2 - 4 1 - - - - - 11

Yellow-green Vireo Vireo Cabecigrís Vireo flavoviridis M FC F - 2 - - - - - - - - - - - 2

Lesser Greenlet Verdillo Menudo Hylophilus decurtatus R FC C - - 2 - - - 2 2 - - 1 - - 7

Black-throated Wren Soterrey Gorginegro Thryothorus atrogularis R F U - - - - - - - - - 4 - - - 4

Bay Wren Soterrey Castaño Thryothorus nigricapillus R F C - 3 - 2 1 - 1 - - - 1 - 1 9

Stripe-breasted Wren Soterrey Pechirrayado Thryothorus thoracicus R F F - - - 1 - 2 - 4 1 1 2 5 4 20

White-breasted Wood-Wren Soterrey de Selva PechiblancoHenicorhina leucosticta R F U - 3 3 1 3 9 4 7 4 6 7 4 14 65

Tawny-faced Gnatwren Soterillo Caricafé Microbates cinereiventris R F U - - - - - 1 - - - - - - - 1

Long-billed Gnatwren Soterillo Picudo Ramphocaenus melanurus R F U - 2 2 - 3 2 - - 1 - - - - 10

Veery Zorzal Dorsirrojizo Catharus fuscescens M F C 2 8 12 3 6 7 8 2 1 2 - - - 51

Gray-cheeked Thrush Zorzal Carigrís Catharus minimus M F C - 14 1 5 10 - 3 4 3 6 2 1 7 56

Swainson’s Thrush Zorzal de Swainson Catharus ustulatus M F C 2 13 9 17 20 3 7 11 6 7 6 - 7 108

Wood Thrush Zorzal del Bosque Hylocichla mustelina M F C - 3 4 10 3 4 7 6 2 7 13 4 8 71

Clay-colored Robin Yiguirro, Mirlo Pardo Turdus grayi R CF C - 1 1 - 1 - 2 - 1 2 3 1 21 33

Gray Catbird Pajaro-gato Gris Dumetella carolinensis M F F - 4 1 2 - 1 - - - 1 2 - - 11

Golden-winged Warbler Reinita Alidorada Vermivora chrysoptera M FC U - - - - - - - 1 - - - - - 1

Tennessee Warbler Reinita Verdilla Vermivora peregrina M FC C - - - 1 - - - - - 1 - - - 2

Yellow Warbler Reinita Amarilla Dendroica petechia M C C - - - - - - - - 1 - 1 - - 2

Chestnut-sided Warbler Reinita de Costillas Castañas Dendroica pensylvanica M FC C - 1 - 2 - - 5 3 1 2 - - - 14

Magnolia Warbler Reinita Colifajeada Dendroica magnolia M FC U - 1 - 2 - - - - - - - - - 3

Black-throated Blue Warbler Reinita Azul y Negro Dendroica caerulescens M F X - - - - - - 1 - - - - - - 1

Bay-breasted Warbler Reinita Castaña Dendroica castanea M CF R - 8 3 4 - - 3 1 - - 1 - - 20

Black-and-white Warbler Reinita Trepadora Mniotilta varia M F F - - - - - 1 - 1 3 - - 2 - 7

American Redstart Candelita Norteña Setophaga ruticilla M F U - - 2 - - - 1 - - - - - - 3

Prothonotary Warbler Reinita Cabecidorada Protonotaria citrea M F C - 4 2 3 - - 4 2 4 6 2 1 1 29

Worm-eating Warbler Reinita Gusanera Helmitheros vermivorum M F U - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 1

Ovenbird Reinita Hornera Seiurus aurocapilla M F U - 2 3 4 4 - - 4 - 5 - - 1 23

Northern Waterthrush Reinita Acuatica Norteña Seiurus noveboracensis M FC C - 15 12 7 9 8 17 12 10 6 7 4 15 122

Louisiana Waterthrush Reinita Acuatica Piquigrande Seiurus motacilla M FC F - - 1 - - - - 1 1 - - - - 3

Kentucky Warbler Reinita Cachetinegra Oporornis formosus M F F - 9 8 11 7 6 5 3 12 8 9 3 5 86

Mourning Warbler Reinita Enlutada Oporornis philadelphia M F U - 1 2 2 - 1 2 2 2 1 - 1 2 16

Common Yellowthroat Antifacito Norteño Geothlypis trichas M C U - - - 1 - - - 1 - 1 - - - 3

Hooded Warbler Reinita Encapuchada Wilsonia citrina M F R - 1 - - - - - - - 1 - - - 2

Canada Warbler Reinita Pechirrayada Wilsonia canadensis M F U - 2 - 3 1 2 5 - - - - 1 - 14

Buff-rumped Warbler Reinita Guardaribera Phaeothlypis fulvicauda R F U - - - - - 1 - - - - - - - 1

Dusky-faced Tanager Tangara Carinegruzca Mitrospingus cassinii R F U - - 1 - - - - - - - - - - 1

Tawny-crested Tanager Tangara Coronidorada Tachyphonus delatrii R FC U - - 2 - - 2 - - - - 1 1 - 6

Red-throated Ant-Tanager Tangara Hormiguera GorgirrojaHabia fuscicauda R F F - 1 1 - - - - - 1 - - - - 3

Summer Tanager Tangara Veranera Piranga rubra M FC F - - - - - 1 4 4 - 4 2 2 1 18

Scarlet Tanager Tangara Escarlata Piranga olivacea M FC U - - - 1 - - - 1 - - - - - 2

Passerini's Tanager Tangara de Passerini Ramphocelus passerinii R CF C - 2 2 1 - - - 1 - 1 2 - 1 10

Palm Tanager Tangara Palmera Thraupis palmarum R CF C - - - - - - 1 - - - - - - 1

Blue-black Grassquit Semillerito Negro Azulado Volatinia jacarina R C F - - 1 - - - - - - - - - - 1

Variable Seedeater Espiguero Variable Sporophila americana R C C - 12 14 19 30 26 27 27 15 20 7 8 8 213

Thick-billed Seed-Finch Semillero Picogrueso Oryzoborus funereus R C U 1 2 6 5 2 8 6 13 2 7 5 4 4 65

Black-striped Sparrow Pinzón Cabecilistado Arremonops conirostris R FC C - - - - 1 1 - - - - - - - 2

Buff-throated Saltator Saltator Gorgianteado Saltator maximus R FC C - - 1 2 - - - - - - - - - 3

Rose-breasted Grosbeak Picogrueso Pechirrosado Pheucticus ludovicianus M CF U - - - - - - - - - - 1 - - 1

Indigo Bunting Azulillo Norteño Passerina cyanea M CF R - 1 - 1 - - - - - - - - - 2

Olive-backed Euphonia Eufonia Olivácea Euphonia gouldi R FC C - - 2 1 1 3 2 - 7 2 1 1 2 22

Totals 12 367 337 454 300 382 388 341 333 242 220 189 248 3813

Latin NameNombre General EspáñolEnglish Common Name
Habitat   AbundanceMigratory 

Status Number of  days per year

ESTADO MIGRATORIO

M   Migratoria – aves que se reproducen en norteamérica y que migran al trópico durante el invierno boreal

(incluye aves de paso y residentes invernales) 
R   Residente – aves que se reproducen en Costa Rica, aunque no necesariamente en el área de Tortuguero      

(incluye migratorias locales y altitudinales) 

HABITATS

B    Playa y zonas húmedas colindantes
W   Agua Dulce: canales, lagunas y marismas

F    Bosque, incluyendo bosque inundado y tierra firme 
C    Claros – poblado de Tortuguero, hoteles, zonas agricolas, potreros

A    Aéreas – especies áereas como rapaces, vencejos y golondrinas

CODIGOS DE ABUNDANCIA  - reflejan la probabilidad de encontrar la especie en su hábitat preferido y

en la estación adecuada
C    Común – se puede observar casi todos los días, a menudo en cantidades moderadas a altas. 

F     Medianamente común – observable la mayoría de los días, en números reducidos. 

U     Poco común – difícil de observar, solamente una o dos veces por semana. 
R     Rara – muy difícil de ver, incluso en el hábitat y la estación adecuados. 

X     Casual, accidental, o muy pocos registros

MIGRATORY STATUS

M Migrant - birds breeding in North America and moving south in the northern winter    

(includes passage migrants and winter residents)
R   Resident - birds breeding in Costa Rica, though not necessarily in the Tortuguero area, 

(includes local and altitudinal migrants)

HABITATS

B   Beach and near-shore waters viewable from beach
W  Fresh water: canals, lagoons and marshes; 

F   Forest, including swamp forest and terra firme forest 
C   Clearings - Tortuguero village, tourist lodges, agriculture areas, cattle pastures

A   Aerial - includes aerial foragers such as hawks, swifts and swallows

ABUNDANCE CODES  - reflect the probability of encountering a species in its preferred  

habitat in the appropriate season
C   Common - easily seen most days, often in moderate to high numbers

F    Fairly Common - should be seen most days, in small numbers

U    Uncommon - hard to see, only once or twice a week
R    Rare - very hard to see even in appropriate habitat and season

X    Casual, vagrant, or few records; unlikely to see

Kentucky Warbler / Reinita Cachetinegra


